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Many years passed, and Daniel, now an 
older man, was still in service to the 
kingdom of Babylon...

 King Belshazzar decided to 
host a great banquet for 
thousands of his leaders.

when a new king, Belshazzar, 
came into power.

During the feast, King Belshazzar had his servants bring 
out the gold and silver goblets that his father, King 
Nebuchadnezzar, had taken from the temple in Jerusalem.

As the king and his nobles drank 
from these sacred goblets, they 
praised false gods.
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Suddenly, a human hand appeared, and one 
finger began to write on the wall right 
in front of everyone at the feast! As King Belshazzar watched, 

he began to shake in fear.

The king called for his 
wise men...

But the wise men could not 
read the writing or tell the 
king what it meant.

This made the king 
even more terrified.

Whoever reads this 
writing and tells me what 
it means, I will give them 

riches and power!



DANIEL: THE WRITING ON THE WALL

DANIEL 5:1–31            3

Hearing the commotion, the queen 
came into the banquet hall.

His name is Daniel, and if 
you bring him here, he 

will be able to tell you 
what this writing means.

Don’t be alarmed! There is 
a man who can help you.

He was trusted by King 
Nebuchadnezzar because of his 
great insight and wisdom, so 

much so that Nebuchadnezzar put 
him in charge of all of Babylon’s 

wise men.



DANIEL: THE WRITING ON THE WALL

DANIEL 5:1–31            4

Daniel appeared before 
King Belshazzar

You can keep 
your gifts and 
give them to 

someone else...

...but if you can, I will give 
you riches and honor 
beyond your wildest 

dreams.

None of my wise men can 
read the writing on the 
wall and tell me what it 

means...

...but I will still read the 
writing for you and tell 

you what it means.
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“God gave your 
predecessor, King 
Nebuchadnezzar, 
absolute power, 

glory, and splendor.”

“Because of this, 
all the nations 
of the earth 
feared him.”

“He did as he pleased to help 
or hurt anyone he chose.”

“But Nebuchadnezzar 
became proud and 

arrogant...”

“so God stripped 
him of his throne 
and his power.”

“Only after 
this did King 

Nebuchadnezzar 
acknowledge 

that God alone is 
king over all the 

earth.”
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But you, King 
Belshazzar have not 
humbled yourself, 

even though you knew 
all of this.

“When you brought out the goblets from God’s 
temple, you drank from them and praised false 
gods who cannot see or hear or understand.” 

Instead, you have 
become proud and 
honored yourself 

above God.

“Because of this, 
God sent the 

hand and wrote 
the inscription.”

 “In all of this, you did 
not honor God or his 

hand in your life.”
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My King, this 
is what the 

inscription says...

That very night, King 
Belshazzar was killed, and 

his kingdom was given over 
to another ruler.

Just as the king had 
promised, Daniel was 
dressed in wealth.

The End

“‘Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin.’ 
Mene means numbered: God 
has numbered your days and 

brought them to an end.”

“Tekel means weighed: You have 
been weighed on the scales, and 
you have been found wanting.”

Peres means divided: 
Your kingdom is divided 
and will be given to the 

Medes and Persians.


